MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF WEST CENTRAL COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT #235 HELD IN THE ELEMENTARY CAFETERIA ON FEBRUARY 16, 2011.

The meeting was called to order by Board President Brent at 6:00 pm in the Elementary Cafeteria.  The following board members answered roll call: Anderson, absent; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, absent; Torrance, aye.  President Brent declared a quorum present.  Also present were Superintendent Grimm, S. Richard, D. Buss, J. Nichols, J. Bradburn, J. Farniok, M. Frakes, B. Allaman, A. John, J. Hennenfent, T. Bundy, D. Bowman and approximately 70 staff and community members.
President Brent led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

GOOD NEWS ITEMS

Under good news items the following successes were highlighted:

· The board recognized the members of the 2010-11 WCHS boys bowling team for participating in the IHSA State Bowling Tournament for the second year in a row.

· The board recognized the staff of West Central Elementary School for being named a 2010 Spotlight School.  Board President Brent read a letter that he had composed on behalf of the Board and presented a copy of this letter to the staff.  This is the second consecutive year that WCES has been designated a Spotlight School by the Illinois State Board of Education.  The elementary staff then thanked the board and administrative team for their guidance in reaching this goal and stated they were happy with this designation but not satisfied and planned to continue to strive for the next level of recognition.

· Michelle Tutor, WCHS Spanish teacher presented to the board a video that several of her students had written and produced as a homework assignment.  Mrs. Tutor informed the board that this approximately 10 minute long video was one of several that her students had done as part of this particular curriculum unit.  It should be noted that this video is available on youtube.com for those who wish to view it.

· Supt Grimm publicly thanked the maintenance and custodial staff, along with Brian Clark for their hard work during the Blizzard of 2011 in removing the snow so school could resume.

APPROVE AGENDA

Motion by Torrance, seconded by Clark to approve the agenda as presented. Roll call: Anderson, absent; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, absent; Torrance, aye.  Motion carried.

RECOGNITION OF AUDIENCE REQUEST FOR PRESENTATION
Under recognition of audience request for presentation, Board President Brent introduced the board candidates who were in attendance at the meeting.  Those board candidates were Bill Allaman, Dan Bowman, John Hennenfent, Tammy Bundy, Amy John. 

CALL TO ORDER

PLEDGE

GOOD NEWS ITEMS

APPROVE AGENDA

In addition, the board heard a presentation from eighth grade boys basketball coach Richard Clifton.  Mr. Clifton was present at the meeting to request permission to hold a three week boys basketball intramural program.  This program will be conducted during the last three weeks of March and the emphasis will be on the development of fundamental basketball skills. Mr. Clifton indicted that he would like this program to be for our current 4th, 5th and 6th grade students and that several adults have volunteered to assist with this program.  Mr. Clifton indicated that there would be no cost to the boys who participate.  After a brief discussion, the board directed Mr. Grimm to visit with Mr. Blender about this program and to make the arrangements necessary to allow Mr. Clifton to conduct this program.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion by Arnold, seconded by Torrance to approve the consent agenda (Minutes of the January 19, 2011 regular board meeting; 2010-11 Seniority Lists for support staff and certified personnel). Roll call: Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, absent; Torrance, aye; Anderson, absent.  Motion carried.

REPORTS

During this portion of the agenda, the board reviewed a brief power point presentation concerning the WCECC Program that had been put together by Mrs. Jessica Burrell.  Following this presentation, Superintendent Grimm led the board in a discussion about future financing for the PreK program.  The board was informed that the PreK program at the State level is going to become a competitive grant rather than a continuing grant program.  Supt. Grimm outlined to the board three options that he felt the board needed to consider regarding funding for the PreK program given this significant change from ISBE.  After some discussion, the board directed Supt. Grimm to participate in a regional early childhood grant application that will be led by ROE #27 Regional Superintendent Jodi Scott.  It was the decision of the Board to do this was with the understanding that certain conditions would be in place in terms of West Central continuing the early childhood program in the manner that we currently are doing so.  The board also gave direction to Supt. Grimm that if the regional grant is not funded by ISBE, then the board will fund the program from local resources.

FINANCIAL ACTIVITY
Motion by Torrance, seconded by Arnold to approve the payment of all bills as presented. Roll call: Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, absent; Torrance, aye; Anderson, absent; Arnold, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Clark, seconded by Arnold to approve the activity account summaries for January 2011 for WCE, WCMS and WCHS as presented.  Roll call: Goff, aye; Sams, absent; Torrance, aye; Anderson, absent; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye. Motion carried.

Motion by Arnold, seconded by Clark to approve the January 2011 treasurer’s report as presented.  Roll call: Goff, aye; Sams, absent; Torrance, aye; Anderson, absent; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye.  Motion carried.

BOYS B-BALL PROGRAM

CONSENT AGENDA

PRE K REPORT

FINANCIAL ACTIVITY

Supt. Grimm provided the board with a brief review of the district’s financial report which indicated at the end of January we should be at 58.33% of our budget in terms of revenue received and funds expended.  Mr. Grimm reported that at the end of January the district has received 64.55% of budgeted revenue and had expended 52.71% of budgeted expenditures.
ACTION ITEMS

Motion by Torrance, seconded by Arnold to approve the quote from Hein Construction in the amount of $25,700 for door repair work at the south campus as part of the ten year health life safety survey as presented. Roll call: Anderson, absent; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, absent; Torrance, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Torrance, seconded by Clark to approve the quote from JP Benbow Plumbing and Heating Co, Inc for installation of three backflow preventors at the south campus in the amount of $4,189 as part of the ten year health life safety survey as presented. Roll call: Sams, absent; Torrance, aye; Anderson, absent; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, aye.  Motion carried. 

After some discussion it was decided to table the decision regarding entryway mat service for the north and south campuses.  The board has asked that Supt. Grimm look into the possible purchase of new mats as well as additional options for the mat service then were originally provided.

The board heard a brief report from Supt. Grimm on the information that he had compiled regarding providing additional tech support for Mr. Cisna and Mrs. Frakes.  As a result of the discussion, the board took no action on the recommended proposal rather they directed Supt. Grimm to continue looking for a vendor who would meet our needs at a less cost.

Motion by Clark, seconded by Arnold to approve the quote from Custom Creations of Carthage, IL  in the amount of $1,104.41 per edition of the Heat Index as presented. Roll call: Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, absent, Torrance, aye; Anderson, absent.  Motion carried.

Motion by Clark, seconded by Goff to approve the quote from Custom Creations of Carthage, IL in the amount of $1,545.50 for the Annual Report as presented.  Roll call: Anderson, absent; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, absent; Torrance, aye.  Motion carried.

The board heard a report from Supt Grimm on a quote that he had received from J&S Electronic Business Services of Burlington, Iowa for the purchase and installation of audio visual equipment for the WCES cafeteria.  Mr. Grimm reviewed the need for the equipment and the anticipated uses of this equipment and while the board agreed with the concept, the board felt that the quote received was more than they wanted to spend at this time.  The board directed Supt. Grimm to look for other less expensive options and to report back to them.

DOOR REPAIR SO CAMPUS

BACKFLOW PREVENTORS SO CAMPUS

MAT SERVICE

ADDITIONAL TECH SUPPORT

HEAT INDEX QUOTE

ANNUAL REPORT QUOTE

VIDEO EQUIPMENT

REPORTS
The board heard reports from the Building Principals Mr. Buss, Mr. Nichols and Mr. Bradburn.  They also heard reports from Mrs. Farniok, District Special Education Coordinator, and Mrs. Frakes, District Technology Coordinator.  

DISCUSSION ITEMS
Superintendent Grimm briefly introduced the proposed 2011-12 school year calendar.  Mr. Grimm reminded the board that this calendar was the result of the efforts of the district calendar committee who had met 2 times to put together this proposed calendar.  Mr. Grimm highlighted for the board that this calendar was very comparable to the 2010-11 calendar.  The calendar call for a Monday, August 15, 2011 start date, attending three days during Christmas week meaning that there will not be a full 2 week break at Christmas, and an ending date of Wednesday, May 23, 2012 if all five emergency days are used.  Mr. Grimm informed the board that he would have the adoption of this calendar on the March board meeting agenda as a consent agenda item. 

The board briefly discussed a request that had been made by a district staff member to allow their incoming freshman student to attend school at West Central High School beginning in the Fall of 2011 even though the staff member does not live in the district.  Mr. Grimm outlined for the board the considerations and steps that must be taken in order to allow this situation to occur.  After some discussion the board directed Supt. Grimm to proceed with this particularly idea and to report back to them at next month’s meeting.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

There were no future agenda items highlighted.

PERSONNEL ACTION
Motion by Clark, seconded by Goff to approve the retirement of Linda McClintic as a WCHS custodian effective July 2, 2011 as presented. Roll call: Anderson, absent; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, absent; Torrance, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Arnold, seconded by Goff to approve the resignation of Brenda Olson effective February 8, 2011 as presented. Roll call: Sams, absent; Torrance, aye; Anderson, absent; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Clark, seconded by Goff to accept the resignation of Barb Scott as WCHS dance squad sponsor effective at the end of the 2010-11 season as presented.  Roll call: Anderson, absent; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, absent; Torrance, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Clark, seconded by Arnold to accept the resignation of Pat Brokaw as WCHS cross country coach effective immediately as presented.  Roll call: Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, absent; Torrance, aye; Anderson, absent; Arnold, aye.  Motion carried.

REPORTS
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FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
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CLOSED SESSION

Motion by Clark, seconded by Arnold to enter closed session to discuss personnel (the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of a specific employee of the public body or legal counsel for the public body) and collective bargaining at 8:50 pm.  Roll call: Anderson, absent; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, aye, Sams, absent; Torrance, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Clark, seconded by Arnold at 9:40 pm to return to open session.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion carried.

Motion by Clark, seconded by Arnold to employ Steve Fernetti as WCHS assistant baseball coach as presented.  Goff, aye; Sams, absent; Torrance, aye; Anderson, absent; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye.  Motion carried.

FUTURE MEETINGS

The board decided that there is a need to conduct a special meeting to discuss matters pertaining to personnel and collective bargaining.  Further, the board decided that this meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 2, 2011 and begin at 6 pm and be held in the unit office conference room.  The board was also reminded that their next regularly scheduled meeting is set for Wednesday, March 16, 2011.  This meeting will be held in the elementary cafeteria and begin at 6 pm.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Arnold, seconded by Clark to adjourn at 9:44 pm.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion carried.  

THESE MINUTES ARE APPROVED AS WRITTEN THIS 16TH DAY OF MARCH 2011.

Lonnie Brent, Board President

Paul Anderson, Board Secretary
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