MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF WEST CENTRAL COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT #235 HELD IN THE ELEMENTARY CAFETERIA ON MARCH 17, 2010.

The meeting was called to order by President Brent at 6:00 pm in the Elementary Cafeteria.  The following board members answered roll call: Anderson, aye; Arnold, absent, Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, absent; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye.  President Brent declared a quorum present.  Also present were Superintendent Grimm, P. Geiser, S. Richard, D. Buss, J. Nichols, J. Serven, J. Farniok, R. Dwyer and approximately 50 students, parents and community members.
President Brent led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Arnold entered 6:02 pm.

GOOD NEWS ITEMS

Under good news items the Board recognized reviewed two power-point presentations from Mr. Blender’s high school health class.  Following the presentations, Board President Brent recognized the West Central Elementary staff for their being designated as an ISBE 2009 Spotlight School.  President Brent presented to Mr. Buss a letter from the Board of Education offering their congratulations to the elementary staff.  He presented Elaine Hull with the certificate of recognition that was received from ISBE.  Also noted as success were the following items:

· The WCHS Bowling Team was awarded the Winter Sports Hometown Hero award by FM 95.  This came with a monetary award of $1000.

· The HS WYSE team placed 4th out 8 teams in their sectional appearance and Amanda Schneider will be continuing to the State Competition in Biology.

· Brad Bavery, Sydney Bigger and Katie Robertson placed first through third respectively in an area wide DAR Essay contest.

· Eight elementary students were announced as winners in the OSF Hospital’s annual nutrition poster contest.

· The middle school volleyball teams were recognized for their winning seasons.

· We will be hosting the IESA Music contest in Biggsville on March 27th.

· The JV Boys basketball team was the conference champions.

· Shane Cavanaugh and Dalton Johnson were named to the Second Team All Conference for basketball and Mariah Brooks was named Honorable Mention.

· West Central High School had seven boys and eight girls achieve academic All-Conference Basketball.  This recognition in based on athletes maintaining a 3.5 GPA.

· Five high school students participated in the Honor Band Festival on February 25th.

APPROVE AGENDA

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Arnold to approve the agenda with the removal of X(E). Memorial Scholarships from the consent agenda.  Roll call: Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, absent; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye.  Motion carried.

ROLL CALL

PLEDGE

GOOD NEWS ITEMS

APPROVE AGENDA

RECOGNITION OF AUDIENCE REQUEST FOR PRESENTATION
Under recognition of audience request for presentation, the board was entertained by the middle school and elementary school improvement teams with their power point presentations of the 2010-11 school improvement plans for each building.  Following the power point presentations the board had brief discussions with each of the two teams making presentations.  In addition, Sam Sudaker, CSC Envoy updated the board on the most recent happenings at CSC.  The board also heard from district resident Stephanie Carnes who addressed the board about some concerns she has relative to WCHS.  Mrs. Carnes also offered to volunteer to help in any way that she could.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Clark to approve the consent agenda (Minutes of the February 17, 2010 regular meeting; Minutes of the February 17, 2010 closed meeting; Membership in the Illinois High School Association; Membership in the Illinois Elementary School Association; Direct Supt. Grimm to begin working on the FY11 district budget; The 2010-2011 West Central school calendar; Gift of $600 from the West Central Sports Boosters for baseball/softball software; Change the date of WCMS 8th grade promotion to Thursday, May 20, 2010 at 7 pm; Proposed revisions of the following policies on first reading – 4:60 – Purchases and Contracts, 4:90 – Activities Fund, 4:110 – Transportation, 4:170 – Safety, 5:20 – Sexual harassment, 7: 50 – Transfers to and from Non-District School and 8:30 – Visitors to and Conduct on School Property.) Roll call: Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, absent; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye.  Motion carried.
FINANCIAL ACTIVITY
Motion by Torrance, seconded by Arnold to approve the payment of all bills as presented.  Roll call: Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, absent; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Clark, seconded by Anderson to approve the activity account summaries for February 2010 for WCE, WCMS, and WCHS as presented.  Roll call: Goff, absent; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Sams, seconded by Arnold to approve the February 2010 treasurer’s report as presented.  Roll call: Goff, absent; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye.  Motion carried.

The board also heard an update on the district’s financial report from Supt. Grimm.  It was pointed out to the board that at the end of February our actual revenue and expenditures amounts compared to budgeted amounts should be at 66.66%.  The board was informed that actual revenue received was 76.23% and expenditures compared to budget were at 61.56%.  Supt. Grimm also briefly discussed with the board the current district financial position reminding the board that we have approximately 5.6 million dollars in the bank and that we are not undergoing drastic cuts as our neighbors are because we have been making small cuts as we have gone from one year to the next based on student enrollment and staffing needs.  It was also pointed out that there are further reductions through staff attrition that are being planned for next year and that we 
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will be using district reserves to help cover any short fall in funding for FY11 as compared to FY10.  The board was also informed that Supt. Grimm is putting together a letter for district stakeholders to be put on the district’s webpage in the very near future providing a significant amount of detail about the district’s financial condition.
ACTION ITEMS

Motion by Clark, seconded by Anderson to approve the Brian Hetrick and Megan Shutwell Memorial Scholarships as presented.  Roll call: Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, absent; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Clark, seconded by Anderson to approve the quote from Flinn Scientific in the amount of $27,955 for six lab tables and an instructor work station as presented.  Roll call: Anderson, aye; Arnold, abstain; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, absent; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Torrance to approve the health life safety amendment for the Media sewer project work in the amount of $5,280 as presented.  Roll call: Sams, nay; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, absent.  Motion carried.

Motion by Clark, seconded by Anderson to approve the health life safety amendment for the high school heat detector work in the amount of $3,480 as presented.  Roll call: Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, absent; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye. Motion carried.

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Torrance to approve the two year lease of a 2010 Ford-Thomas, diesel engine, 16 passenger, Minotour w/ lift bus in the amount of $12,097 per year from Midwest Bus Sales as presented.  Roll call: Sams, aye; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, absent.  Motion carried.

REPORTS

The board heard reports from Principal Buss, Principal Nichols and Principal Geiser.  They also heard a curriculum report from Mrs. Serven, a technology report from Mrs. Frakes and a special education report from Mrs. Farniok. In addition, Mr. Blender provided the board with an update on the final statistics from the winter sports seasons for both WCHS and WCMS. Mr. Dwyer also presented the board with some discipline statistics for WCHS through the mid point of the third quarter.  There were brief comments made to Mr. Blender and Mr. Dwyer about their reports from the board.

The board heard a brief report from Jill Colley and Janine Harkness on the 21st Century Community Learning Centers grant. The purpose of this report was to highlight for the board the activities that have been undertaken as a result of this grant being awarded to the district.  It was pointed out that on an annual basis for the first three years of this grant the district should receive approximately $300,000 to support our improvement activities and that so far this year the grant has provided approximately $150,000 of financial support to the district.
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DISCUSSION ITEMS
The board briefly discussed the 2010 school improvement plans.  The board confirmed that they had no difficulty reviewing the plans electronically; therefore, Supt. Grimm indicated that he would not be sending out paper copies of these plans in next months packet.  There was some discussion concerning the funding of the school improvement plans and it was suggested by Supt. Grimm that those items outlined in the plans that are believed to have the most significant impact on improved student performance will receive the highest funding priority in the FY11 budget.  Supt. Grimm emphasized to the board that the process of determining the school improvement plans involved a considerable amount of man hours, meetings and work on the part of all staff and that obviously the process works as evidenced by the award that the elementary school had received and how close the middle school came to receiving this similar award.  It was also pointed out that there are a tremendous number of positive activities going on in each of the buildings in the district and that we must not lose sight of that as well when talking about test scores.

The board reviewed a request by a WCHS student to take college courses during the regular school day during the 2010-11 school year. The board was supportive of this request and this request will be brought back to the board for formal approval at their regular April meeting.

The board reviewed some information from the Henderson County Fair Board Association to use a small amount of district property to construct an equestrian arena on our south campus.  Following a brief discussion of this request, the board directed Supt. Grimm and the board’s building and grounds sub-committee to continue dialoging with the Henderson County Fair Association to see if this project can be brought to completion.

The board briefly discussed a new five year proposed agreement with Carl Sandburg College that will continue our partnership for Edunet Services.  Sam Sudaker from CSC briefly outlined what new services the college will offering its Edunet Partners.  It was pointed out that our band width will double in size we will have access to the noodle program as well as some other enhancements to the network.  Mr. Sudaker also pointed out to the board that the new five year agreement will be for the same monthly subscription rate of $538.33 per month which is our current rate.  The board was in agreement that this second five year agreement with CSC should be brought back to them at the April board meeting for their approval.

The board briefly discussed a possible change to Board Policy 8:80 – Gifts to the District.  It was suggested that the limit upon which the Superintendent can accept gifts on behalf of the board be raised from $500 to $2500.  After a brief discussion of this suggestion, the board agreed that this revision should be brought to them as part of the policy revision process.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

Under future agenda items, the board clarified that they wished to continue to have dialogue about security cameras for the north campus and the clay trapshooting proposal that was presented to them at the February board meeting. Supt. Grimm informed the 
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board that both items were originally scheduled to be on the March board meeting agenda but due to his recent illness and some scheduling difficulties neither topic could be brought to the board this month and they would be on the agenda for the April board meeting.  It was also suggested that the board would like to meet and discuss with those teachers who are completing the National Board Certification process.

PERSONNEL

Motion by Torrance, seconded by Arnold to accept the resignation of Carey Thacker as WCECC parent educator effective at the end of the 2009-10 school year as presented.  Roll call: Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, absent; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Arnold to employ Lisa Miller as WCMS science Olympiad sponsor as presented. Roll call: Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, absent; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Torrance to employ Damon Bautista as WCMS boys track coach as presented.  Roll call: Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, absent; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye. Motion carried.

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Arnold to approve Brenda Brokaw as a WCHS volunteer track coach as presented.  Roll call: Sams, aye; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, absent.  Motion carried.

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Clark to approve Chris Winters as a WCHS volunteer baseball coach as presented.  Roll call: Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, absent; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye.  Motion carried.
Motion by Anderson, seconded by Arnold to approve the resignation of Shelly Nelson as WCHS pompon/dance sponsor as presented.  Roll call: Sams, aye; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, absent. Motion carried.

FUTURE MEETINGS

The board was reminded that there will be a special meeting on Monday, March 22, 2010 beginning 5:30 pm and be held in the Unit Office Conference Room. The purpose of this special meeting will be to discuss matters pertaining to student discipline and a recommendation for expulsion of a WCHS student. The board’s next regularly scheduled meeting will be at 7 pm on Wednesday, April 21, 2010 in the elementary cafeteria. 

ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Clark to adjourn at 9:50 pm.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion carried.  

THESE MINUTES ARE APPROVED AS WRITTEN THIS 21ST DAY OF APRIL 2010.

Lonnie Brent, Board President

Paul Anderson, Board Secretary
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